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 VOLUNTEERING LOCALLY
· Your local volunteer bureau is ‘Volunteer Centre, Kensington & Chelsea’.

Website: http://www.voluntarywork.org.uk
To find other local Volunteer Centres go to http://www.vde.org.uk.
· All FIE students can access the local public library.  Kensington Central Library located on Hornton Street just off High Street Kensington contains the Voluntary Agencies Directory.   It is published by the National Council for Voluntary Organisations and lists over 2,000 organisations.
You can also find the Yellow Pages in the library – try looking under 'charitable organisations', 'social service and welfare', 'information services', 'conservation organisations', 'clubs and associations' or 'sports clubs and associations' depending on what interests you.  
· Millennium Volunteers projects encourage young people aged 16 to 24 to give their time to help others while doing what they enjoy, and offers them recognition for their achievements. Find out where the nearest one is by ringing 0800 917 8185, or check out http://www.mv-online.gov.uk.
· Youth action projects support young people working together on community projects on issues that concern them. Find out if there is a project near you by contacting the Youth Action Network on 0121 455 9732 or visit http://www.youth-action.org.uk. 
· Changemakers Foundation encourages young people to tackle issues of concern to themselves, their community and to the world in which they live. Ring 01458 834767, e-mail info@changemakers.org.uk or visit http://www.changemakers.org.uk/.

There are also lots of websites providing information about volunteering opportunities.

· http://www.youthinformation.com provides information on becoming a volunteer, and organisations to contact.  

· http://www.yourturn.net is a  website for young people wanting to be heard, who want to help others and to change things. Its companion site http://www.citizensconnection.net encourages people of all ages to be active citizens.
·  http://www.do-it.org.uk - for people of all ages – can provide details of opportunities in your area, as well as factsheets on volunteering and stories of people who have volunteered.

· http://www.timebank.org.uk - you can register your interest in volunteering through TimeBank, which will then provide a list of local organisations matching your interests.

· http://www.worldwidevolunteering.org.uk - an online database enabling volunteers to match their particular requirements.  

VOLUNTEERING AGENCY DIRECTORY

GENERAL NATIONAL AGENCIES
These organisations do not directly place volunteers, but can point you to appropriate local or national organisations. Although The National Youth Agency focuses on England, we have included details of national volunteering and youth agencies for Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales in case you have the drive and/or free time to combine volunteering with your travels around the UK.

National Association of Councils for Voluntary Service
For details of local CVS, which act as co-ordinating bodies for local voluntary action.

Tel: 0114 278 6636. Website: http://www.nacvs.org.uk. E-mail: nacvs@nacvs.org.uk.

Volunteering England 

National resource agency for England on volunteering.  

Tel: 020 7520 8900 or 0845 3056779. Website: http://www.volunteering.org.uk. E-mail: information@volunteeringengland.org.

National Coalition for Black Volunteering

Aims to make volunteering opportunities accessible to Black people within all volunteer-involving organisations within the UK. 

Tel: 020 7723 5328.

Volunteer Development England

For details of local volunteer bureaux.

Tel: 0121 633 4555. Website: http://www.vde.org.uk. E-mail: info@vde.org.uk.

Youth Action Network

National organisation bringing together specialist local young volunteer organisations. 

Website: http://www.youth-action.org.uk. E-mail: info@youth-action.org.uk.

Northern Ireland Volunteer Development Agency

National resource centre which can provide information about volunteer opportunities (including residential opportunities) in Northern Ireland.

Tel: 028 9023 6100. Website: http://www.volunteering-ni.org. E-mail: info@volunteering-ni.org.
Student Volunteering England

For information on student volunteering.

Tel: 0845 4500219. Website: http://www.studentvol.org.uk. E-mail: info@studentvolunteering.org.uk


Volunteer Development Scotland 

Development agency for volunteering in Scotland.
Tel: 01786 479593. Website: http://www.vds.org.uk. E-mail: information@vds.org.uk.

Wales Council for Voluntary Action

For information on volunteering in Wales.

Tel: 0870 607 1666. Website: http://www.wcva.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@wcva.org.uk.

NATIONAL YOUTH AGENCIES

Each of these organisations is a resource and development agency for the youth service in their country.  They can provide initial information about local youth services and volunteering opportunities for young people. 

The National Youth Agency

Support for those working with young people in a range of settings in England, particularly youth work and informal education.

Tel: 0116 285 3700.  Website: http://www.nya.org.uk and http://www.youthinformation.com. E-mail: dutydesk@nya.org.uk.

YouthLink Scotland

Tel: 0131 313 2488. Website: http://www.youthlink.co.uk. E-mail: info@youthlink.co.uk.

Wales Youth Agency

Tel: 029 20 855700. Website: http://www.wya.org.uk. E-mail: wya@wya.org.uk.

Youth Council for Northern Ireland 

Tel: 028 9064 3882. Website: http://www.youthcouncil-ni.org.uk. E-mail: tmckenna@youthcouncil-ni.org.uk.

VOLUNTARY YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

Many voluntary youth groups include community projects as a specific part of their programme. This section lists the main offices for national voluntary youth organisations, and these should be able to point you to local groups. Most of the organisations listed here are members of the National Council for Voluntary Youth Services  Tel: 020 7422 8630. Website: http://www.ncvys.org.uk. E-mail: mail@ncvys.org.uk.

Adventure Service Challenge Scheme
A structured UK national scheme of activities for young people aged from 8 to 14+ years. 

Tel: 01225 336657. Website http://www.asc-scheme.org.uk. E-mail: asc@asc-scheme.org.uk. 

Air Cadet Organisation

Voluntary youth organisation supported by the Royal Air Force.

Tel: 01400 261201. Website:  http://www.aircadets.org. 
Army Cadet Force

Offers challenges for 13 to 18 year olds in the UK. 

Tel: 020 7730 9733. Website: http://www.asc-scheme.org.uk
Baha'i National Youth Committee

Tel: 020 7584 2566. Website: http://www.bahai.org.uk. E-mail: nsa@bahai.org.uk.

Baptist Union of Great Britain 

Tel: 01235 517700. Website: http://www.baptist.org.uk. E-mail:  info@baptist.org.uk. 
Boys' Brigade

Challenges young people for life through a programme of informal education underpinned by the Christian faith. 

Tel: 01442 231681. Website: http://www.boys-brigade.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@boys-brigade.org.uk. 
British Deaf Association

The largest national charity run by Deaf people for Deaf people. 

Tel: 020 7588 3520.  Textphone: 020 7588 3529. Website: http://www.britishdeafassociation.org.uk. E-mail: helpline@bda.org.uk.

British Red Cross
Helps people in crisis in local communities throughout the British Isles and overseas. 

Tel: 020 7235 5454. Website: http://www.redcross.org.uk. E-mail: information@redcross.org.uk.

British Youth Council
Represents the views of young people aged 16-25 in the UK. Can provide information on developing youth councils or forums.

Tel: 020 7422 8640. Website: http://www.byc.org.uk. E-mail: mail@byc.org.uk
Campaigners
Programme of evangelism and Christian discipleship for boys and girls aged 4-18.

Tel: 01480 215622. Website: http://www.campaigners.org.uk. Email via website.

Centrepoint
Centrepoint aims to ensure that no young person is at risk because they do not have a safe place to stay. 

Tel: 020 7426 5300. Website: http://www.centrepoint.org.uk. E-mail via website.

Children's Express
Aims to give young people the power and the means to express themselves publicly on vital issues that affect them.

Tel: 020 7833 2577. Website: http://www.childrens-express.org.

E-mail: enquiries@childrens-express.org.

The Children's Society

Tel: 020 7841 4400. Website: http://www.the-childrens-society.org.uk. E-mail: info@the-childrens-society.org.uk. 

Church Army
Shares the Christian faith through words and action and equips others to do the same. 
Tel: 020 8309 9991. Website: http://www.churcharmy.org.uk. E-mail: information@churcharmy.org.uk.

Church Lads' and Church Girls' Brigade 
Aims to extend the Kingdom of Christ among lads and girls and to encourage faithful membership of the Church. 

Tel: 01709 876535. Website: http://www.clcgb.org.uk. 

Church of England Youth Officers Network
For details of how to contact your local Diocesan Youth Officer.

Tel: 020 7898 1508. Website http://youth.anglican.org/england
Council for Environmental Education
Provides a national focus in England for those committed to education for sustainable development.

Tel: 0118 950 2550. Website: http://www.cee.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@cee.org.uk.

Crusaders Union
Interdenominational Christian youth organisation. 

Tel: 01582 589850. Website: http://www.crusaders.org.uk. E-mail: email@crusaders.org.uk
Duke of Edinburgh's Award
Challenging programme of personal development activities for anyone aged 14-25. 

Tel: 01753 727400. Website: http://www.theaward.org. E-mail: info@theaward.org.

Endeavour Training Ltd
Helps young people make independent choices about their future, particularly those who are not benefiting fully from normal provision. 

Tel: 0870 770 3250. Website: http://www.endeavour.org.uk. E-mail: info@endeavour.org.uk
Fairbridge
Aims to give young people the motivation, confidence and skills they need to change their own lives.

Tel: 020 7928 1704. Website: http://www.fairbridge.org.uk. E-mail: info@fairbridge.org.uk.

Fire Services Youth Training Association
Provides support to all of its member Fire Brigade cadet schemes or young firefighters.

Tel: 0191 235 9290. Website: http://www.fsyta.org. E-mail: office@fsyta.org.uk. 

Forest School Camps
Encourages self-discovery through outdoor experiences. 

Website: http://www.fsc.org.uk. E-mail: gensec@fsc.org.uk.

Frontier Youth Trust
Christian network supporting, resourcing and training those working with and on behalf of disadvantaged young people.
Tel: 01225 480973. Website: http://www.fyt.org.uk/intro.html. E-mail: frontier@fyt.org.uk. 

Girls' Brigade
Christian, international charity working alongside girls and young women of every background, ability and culture. 

Tel: 01235 510425. Website: http://www.girlsbrigadeew.org.uk. E-mail via website.

Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets
Youth organisation for girls aged between 11 and 20 whose programme seeks to give members a broader outlook and greater sense of purpose.

Tel: 01302 775019 Website: http://www.gvcac.org.uk. E-mail: info@gvcac.org.uk.

Girlguiding UK 

The UK's largest voluntary organisation for girls and young women. 

Tel: 020 7834 6242 or 0800 169 5901. Website: http://www.girlguiding.org.uk. E-mail via website.

Hope UK
Drugs education and prevention for children and young people.

Tel: 020 7928 0848. Website: http://www.hopeuk.org. E-mail: websitemail@hopeuk.org
Jewish Lads' and Girls' Brigade 
Weekly programme of activities backed up with an exciting programme of weekend, summer and winter camps. 

Tel: 020 8989 8990. Website: http://www.jlgb.org. E-mail: info@jlgb.org.

MAKOR-AJY

Jewish youth organisation

Tel: 020 8369 5270. E-mail: info@makor.org.uk.

Mencap Gateway Clubs
Works with children and adults with a learning disability and their families and carers to improve their lives and opportunities. 

Tel: 020 7454 0454. Website: http://www.mencap.org.uk. E-mail: information@mencap.org.uk.

Methodist Association of Youth Clubs 

Helps young people to grow and learn as Christians, through mutual support and care.

Tel: 020 7467 5209. Website: http://www.mayc.info. E-mail: contact@mayc.info.

National Association of Clubs for Young People
Club and activity based organisation.

Tel: 020 7793 0787. Website: http://www.nacyp.org.uk. E-mail: office@nacyp.org.uk

National Association of Youth Theatres
Membership organisation for youth theatre practice in England and Wales.

Tel: 01325 363330. Website: http://www.nayt.org.uk. E-mail: naytuk@aol.com.

National Council of Hindu Temples
Tel: 01923 856269.

National Federation of Young Farmers' Clubs
Provide a chance for young people to develop individual skills and to make a positive contribution to the local community.

Tel: 024 7685 7200. Website: http://www.nfyfc.org.uk. E-mail: post@nfyfc.org.uk.

National Youth Music Theatre
Tel: 020 7734 7478. Website: http://www.nymt.org.uk. E-mail: nymtenquiries@hotmail.com.

National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain
Tel: 0117 960 0477. Website: http://www.nyo.org.uk. E-mail: info@nyo.org.uk.

National Youth Theatre of Great Britain
Tel: 020 7281 3863. Website: http://www.nyt.org.uk. E-mail: steve@nyt.org.uk.

New Testament Church of God 
Youth ministries aspiring to meet the spiritual, emotional and social needs of its youth population.

Tel: 01604 643311. Website: http://www.ntcg.org.uk. E-mail: convention2003@ntcg.org.uk.

Oasis Trust
Organisation working in partnership in 13 countries to deliver global, community, youth and church action initiatives that tackle social issues that matter. Offers young people Gap Year and short-term volunteering opportunities.

Tel: 020 7450 9000. Website: http://www.oasistrust.org. E-mail: enquiries@oasistrust.org.

Ocean Youth Trust South
Provides sail training and personal development for young people aged 12-25.  See website for other contacts for OYT.

Tel: 0870 241 22 52. Website: http://www.oyt.org.uk. E-mail: oytsouth@aol.com.  

Outward Bound Trust

Uses the outdoors as a medium for personal and team development. 
Tel: 0870 513 4227. Website: http://www.outwardbound-uk.org. E-mail: enquiries@outwardbound-uk.org.

PHAB UK
Promotes the complete integration of people with and without disabilities in the wider community.

Tel: 020 8667 9443. Website: http://www.phabengland.org.uk. E-mail: info@phabengland.org.uk.

Pony Club
International youth organisation for young people interested in ponies and riding. 

Tel: 024 7669 8300. Website: http://www.pony-club.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@pcuk.org. 

RSPB Youth Unit, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Works for a healthy environment rich in birds and wildlife. 

Tel: 01767 680551. Website: http://www.rspb.org.uk. E-mail via website.

Rathbone
Provides high quality learning and training support for people who are experiencing significant disadvantage. Tel: 08707 461045. Website: http://www.rathbonetraining.co.uk. E-mail: info@rathbonetraining.co.uk. 

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), Children and Young People’s Section
Tel: 020 7663 1013. Website: http://u19s.quaker.org.uk/index.html. 
Save the Children Fund
International organisation working to create a better future for children and young people.

Tel: 020 7703 5400. Website: http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/scuk/jsp/index.jsp?flash=true
E-mail via website.

Scout Association

Tel: 0845 300 1818 (local rate). Website: http://www.scoutbase.org.uk. E-mail: scoutbase@scoutbase.org.uk.

Sea Cadet Corps
Supported by the Royal Navy, it offers training ranging from boating and sailing to canoeing, sports and adventure training. 

Tel: 020 7928 8978. Website: http://www.sea-cadets.org. E-mail: info@sea-cadets.org.

St John Ambulance
First Aid, transport and care charity. 

Tel: 08700 104950. Website: http://www.sja.org.uk. E-mail via website.

Tall Ships Youth Trust, incorporating the Sail Training Association

Promotes personal development of young people through the sail training experience on Tall Ships.

Tel: 02392 832055. Website: http://www.tallships.org. E-mail via website.

UK Youth

Tel: 020 7242 4045. Website: http://www.ukyouth.org.uk. E-mail: info@ukyouth.org.

Largest national voluntary youth work charity in the UK.

United Reformed Church
Membership embraces congregations of evangelical, charismatic and liberal understandings of the Christian faith.

Tel: 020 7916 2020. Website: http://www.urc.org.uk. E-mail: urc@urc.org.uk.

Weston Spirit
Tackles issues of social exclusion in young people through its Personal Development programmes and projects.
Tel: 0151 258 1066. Website: http://www.westonspirit.org.uk. E-mail: info@westonspirit.org.uk.

Woodcraft Folk
An educational movement for children and young people, based on equality, peace, social justice and co-operation. 

Tel:020 8672 6031. Website: http://www.woodcraft.org.uk. E-mail: info@woodcraft.org.uk. 

Young Mens' Christian Association (YMCA)
Offers young people and their communities opportunities to develop in 
mind, body and spirit.

Tel: 020 8520 5599. Website: http://www.ymca.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@ymca.org.uk.

Young Muslim Organisation
Tel: 020 7247 7918. E-mail: info@ymouk.com.

YWCA England and Wales
Force for change for women who are facing discrimination and inequalities of all kinds.

Tel: 01865 304200. Website: http://www.ywca-gb.org.uk. E-mail via website. 

Youth Access

Umbrella organisation for local young people’s advice and counselling agencies.

Tel: 020 8772 9900. E-mail: admin@youthaccess.org.uk.

Youth at Risk
Organisations works with ‘difficult’and disadvantaged young people to turn their lives around.  
Tel: 01763 241120. Website: http://www.youthatrisk.org.uk. E-mail: Christine.i@youthatrisk.org.uk.

Youth Hostels Association
Part of the largest budget accommodation network in the world.

Tel: 01629 592600. Website: http://www.yha.org.uk. 

VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS

Around the country, volunteers are active in a range of organisations which aim to help individuals or groups, improve the environment, or bring about change. This section lists the main offices for some of these organisations. 

1990 Trust

Promotes Black community development from a grassroots perspective.

Tel: 020 7582 1990. Website: http://www.blink.org.uk. E-mail:  blink1990@blink.org.uk.

ActionAid

Campaigns on global issues.  

Tel: 020 7561 7561. Website: http://www.actionaid.org. E-mail: mail@actionaid.org.uk.

Age Concern England

Tel: 0800 009966. Website: http://www.ace.org.uk. E-mail: volunteering@ace.org.uk.

Amnesty International 

Worldwide human rights movement.

Tel: 020 7814 6200. Website: http://www.amnesty.org.uk. E-mail: info@amnesty.org.uk  

Barnardo's 

Supports children, young people and their families through community-based projects.

Tel: 020 8550 8822. Website: http://www.barnardos.org.uk. E-mail: dorothy.howes@barnardos.org.uk.

Black Environmental Network 

Aims to encourage and gain recognition for Black communities' contribution to environmental improvement. 

Tel: 01286 870715. Website: http://www.realworld.org.uk/ben.html. E-mail: BEN@ben-network.demon.co.uk.

British Council of Disabled People

National umbrella organisation for groups run and controlled by disabled people.

Tel: 01332 295551. Minicom 01332 295581. Website: http://www.bcodp.org.uk. E-mail: general@bcodp.org.uk.

British Sports Trust

Operates the Sports Leaders Awards for young people aged 14 and over.

Tel: 01908 689180. Website: http://www.bst.org.uk. E-mail: info@bst.org.uk
BTCV

Charity works with people to bring about positive environmental change.

Tel: 01302 572244 (Head office). Website: http://www.btcv.org. E-mail: Information@btcv.org.uk.

British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection
Tel: 020 7700 4888. Website: http://www.buav.org. E-mail: info@buav.org.

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
CND campaigns non-violently to rid the world of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. 

Tel: 020 7700 2393. Website: http://www.cnduk.org. E-mail: enquiries@cnduk.org
Community Matters

Federation of local multi-purpose community organisations. 

Tel: 020 7837 7887. Website: http://www.communitymatters.org.uk. E-mail: communitymatters@communitymatters.org.uk.

Contact the Elderly

Links volunteers with isolated elderly people. 

Tel: 0800 716543 (freephone). Website: http://www.contact-the-elderly.org.


Council for the Protection of Rural England
Promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. 
Tel: 020 7981 2800. Website: http://www.cpre.org.uk. E-mail: info@cpre.org.uk

Crime Concern 

Co-ordinates a network of youth crime prevention groups.

Tel: 01793 863500. Website: http://www.crimeconcern.org.uk. E-mail: info@crimeconcern.org.uk 

Deafblind UK
National charity providing a range of support services to deafblind adults and their carers, and campaigning on behalf of deafblind people.

Tel: 01733-358100 (voice/text)Website: http://www.deafblind.org.uk. 

DIAL UK (Disability Information and Advice Line)

National network of independent advice centres run by and for disabled people.

Tel/textphone: 01302 310123. Website: http://www.dialuk.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@dialuk.org.uk.

Envision

Environmental educational programme inspiring and enabling young people to make a difference in schools and local communities in London.
Tel: 020 7974 8440. Website: http://www.envision.org.uk.

Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens
Locally based projects working with people, animals and plants. 

Tel: 0117 923 1800. Website: http://www.farmgarden.org.uk.
Friends of the Earth 

Campaigning environmental protection organisation. 

Tel: 0808 800 1111. Website: http://www.foe.co.uk. E-mail: info@foe.co.uk
Greenpeace UK

Aims to protect the environment through non-violent direct action.

Tel: 020 7865 8100. Website: http://www.greenpeace.org.uk Email: info@uk.greenpeace.org 

Groundwork 

Network of local trusts for environmental improvement.

Tel: 0121 236 8565. Website: http://www.groundwork.org.uk. E-mail: info@groundwork.org.uk.

Help the Aged
Offers a range of volunteering opportunities, from helping out on an occasional basis to volunteering several days a week. 

Tel: 020 7278 1114. Website: http://www.helptheaged.org.uk. E-mail: info@helptheaged.org.uk.

MENCAP 

Works with children and adults with a learning disability and their families and carers to improve their lives and opportunities. 

Tel: 020 7454 0454. Website: http://www.mencap.org.uk. E-mail: information@mencap.org.uk.


National AIDS Trust

Organisation aims to raise awareness and prevent the spread of HIV infection and other sexually transmitted diseases.

Tel: 020 7814 6767. Website: http://www.nat.org.uk. E-mail: info@nat.org.uk. 
National Association of Citizens Advice Bureaux

Trained volunteers and paid staff provide free, impartial and confidential advice through over 1,400 CAB throughout the UK.

Volunteer hotline: 08451 264 264. Website: http://www.nacab.org.uk. 

National Deaf Children’s Society
UK charity exclusively dedicated to supporting all deaf children, young deaf people and their families in overcoming the challenges of childhood deafness. 

Tel: 0808 800 8880. Website: http://www.ndcs.org.uk. E-mail: helpline@ndcs.org.uk
National Federation of 18+ Groups
A nationwide member-run social and activities organisation for young adults aged 18-35. 

Tel: 01531 821210. Website: http://www.18plus.org.uk. E-mail: office@18plus.org.uk.

One-to-One

Volunteer befriending scheme for people with learning disabilities. 

Tel: 01204 692121.

Oxfam 
Development, relief, and campaigning organisation dedicated to finding lasting solutions to poverty and suffering around the world. 

Tel: 0870 333 2700. Website: http://www.oxfam.org.uk. E-mail: oxfam@oxfam.org.uk.

People First 

Helps people with learning difficulties to speak up for themselves. 

Tel: 020 7485 6660. Website: http://www.peoplefirstltd.com. E-mail: general@peoplefirst.k-web.co.uk.

Prince's Trust 

Aims to help young people develop their talents. Includes grants programme for small groups of disadvantaged young people to carry out community projects, and the Team programme for 16 to 25 year olds based on teamwork in the community.

Tel: 0800 842 842. Website: http://www.princes-trust.org.uk. 

Riding for the Disabled Association

Network of groups offering disabled adults opportunities to ride and drive.
Tel: 024 7669 6510. Website: http://www.riding-for-disabled.org.uk. E-mail: rdahq@riding-for-disabled.org.uk.


Rotaract
International voluntary organisation for young people aged between 18 and 30, linked to Roatary International. It enables members to meet people, try new activities, and make a difference in their local community.
Website: http://www.rotaract.org.uk. E-mail: rgbi@rotaract.org.uk.

Royal British Legion
Safeguards the welfare, interests and memory of those who have served in the Armed Forces and their dependants. 

Tel: 0845 7 725 725. Website: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk. E-mail: info@britishlegion.org.uk.

Royal Life Saving Society UK
Leading drowning prevention organisation in the UK and the UK governing body for Lifesaving and Lifeguarding.

Tel: 01789 773994. Website: http://www.lifesavers.org.uk. E-mail: lifesavers@rlss.org.uk.

Royal National Institute for Deaf People
Represents the 8.7 million deaf and hard of hearing people in the UK. 

Tel: 0808 808 0123 (freephone) Textphone: 0808 808 9000 (freephone). Website: http://www.rnid.org.uk. E-mail: informationline@rnid.org.uk.

Royal National Institute for the Blind
Offers practical support and advice to anyone with a sight problem

Tel: 0845-766 9999. Website: http://www.rnib.org.uk. E-mail: helpline@rnib.org.uk.

Royal National Lifeboat Institution
Saves lives at sea. 
Tel: 0800 543210. Website: http://www.rnli.org.uk. E-mail via the website.

Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)
Works to promote kindness and prevent cruelty to animals.
Tel: 0870 3335 999. Website: http://www.rspca.org.uk. E-mail via the website.

Salvation Army
Tel: 020 7367 4500. Website: http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk. E-mail: thq@salvationarmy.org.uk.

The Samaritans

Confidential service for people in distress. Minimum age for volunteers is 17.

Tel: 08457 909090. Website: http://www.samaritans.org.uk. E-mail: jo@samaritans.org.

Sense: the National Deafblind and Rubella Association
Organisation for people who are deafblind or have associated disabilities. 

Tel: 020 7272 7774 Minicom: 020 7272 9648. Website: http://www.sense.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@sense.org.uk.

Shelter 

Campaigns for decent affordable accommodation. 

Tel: 020 7505 4699. Website: http://www.shelter.org.uk. E-mail: info@shelter.org.uk.

SOVA

Aims to strengthen communities by involving local volunteers in promoting social inclusion and reducing crime.
Tel: 020 7793 0404. Website: http://www.sova.org.uk. E-mail: mail@sova.org.uk.

Stonewall

Campaigns for lesbian and gay equality.

Tel: 020 7881 9440. Website: http://www.stonewall.org.uk. E-mail: info@stonewall.org.uk.

Survival International 

Worldwide movement to support tribal peoples.

Tel: 020 7687 8700. Website: http://www.survival-international.org. E-mail: info@survival-international.org. 

Terrence Higgins Trust

Support organisation for people whose lives are affected by HIV and AIDS.

Tel: 020 7831 0330. Website: http://www.tht.org.uk. E-mail: info@tht.org.uk.

Time Banks UK
Time Banks are a system of mutual volunteering, through which volunteers exchange ‘time credits’ with each other.

Tel: 01452 541439. Website: http://www.timebanks.co.uk. E-mail: info@timebanks.co.uk.

Tools for Self Reliance

Refurbishes second-hand tools for organisations in Africa. 

Tel: 023 8086 9697. Website: http://www.tfsr.org. E-mail: info@tfsr.org.

Trident Trust 

Personal development programme helping young people aged 14-25 to prepare for life beyond the classroom.

Tel: 020 7014 1400Website: http://www.thetridenttrust.org.uk. E-mail: trident@trid.demon.co.uk.

UK Working Group on Landmines 

Campaigns for an effective ban on anti-personnel landmines.

Tel: 020 7820 0222. E-mail: ukwglm@msn.com. Website: www.landmineaction.org  

Victim Support

Provides advice and support to victims of crime through network of local groups.

Tel: 020 7735 9166. Website: http://www.victimsupport.com. E-mail: contact@victimsupport.org.uk.

War on Want 

Campaigns against world poverty.

Tel: 020 7620 1111. Website: http://www.waronwant.org. E-mail: mailroom@waronwant.org. 

Waste Watch

Promotes and encourages action on waste reduction, reuse and recycling.  

Tel: 020 7089 2100  Helpline: 0870 243 0136. Website: http://www.wastewatch.org.uk. E-mail: info@wastewatch.org.uk.

Wildlife Watch
National environmental club for young people, the junior section of the Wildlife Trusts. 

Website: http://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk. E-mail: watch@wildlife-trusts.cix.co.uk.

Women’s Royal Voluntary Service

Nationwide network of volunteers carrying out a range of community services. Minimum age 14.

Tel: 01235 442900. Website: http://www.wrvs.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@wrvs.org.uk

Woodland Trust

Conservation charity dedicated to the protection of native woodland heritage.
Tel: 01476 581135. Website: http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk. 

WWF-UK (Worldwide Fund for Nature) 
The world's largest and most experienced independent conservation organisation. 

Tel: 01483 426444. Website: http://www.wwf.org.uk. 

WORLDwrite

International voluntary youth project and educational charity which encourages links between young people across the globe.

Tel: 020 8985 5435. Website: http://www.worldwrite.org.uk. E-mail: worldwrite@btconnect.com
RESIDENTIAL PLACEMENTS IN THE UK AND OTHER COUNTRIES

All the organisations listed here provide residential placements for young volunteers for periods ranging from a few days to a year or more. They include placements in both the UK and abroad. However, although many young people are interested in voluntary work in other countries, there are only limited opportunities for volunteers under 21 and for those without specific skills. Organisations that do place young people abroad often require them to raise money towards their expenses. World Service Enquiry publishes an annual guide for people interested in working for peace, justice and development – more information at http://www.wse.org.uk or ring: 0870 770 3274.  The organisation Returned Volunteer Action also publishes information on development work overseas, including a booklet Volunteering and Overseas Development, available price £2 including p&p, from RVA, 1 Amwell Street, London EC1R 1UL. Tel: 020 7278 0804. 

Vacation Work publishes various directories on volunteering, including Green Volunteering, the International Directory of Voluntary Work and Jobs Britain and Summer Jobs Abroad, which include ionformation on short-term volunteering opportunities. See if your local library has copies, or buy from Vacation Work: tel: 01865 241978 e-mail sales@vacationwork.co.uk or order online at sales@vacationwork.co.uk).


ATD Fourth World 

1-2 week long workcamps in the UK and other countries. Minimum age 18.

Tel: 0207 703 3231. Website: http://www.atd-fourthworld.org. E-mail: information@fourthworld.mvt.org.

Braendam Family House

Volunteers support disadvantaged families on respite holidays at this residential centre.

Tel: 01786 850259. Website: http://www.braendam.org.uk. E-mail: info@braendam.org.uk.

Centre for Alternative Technology

Placements for up to six months for young people aged 18 and over.

Tel: 01654 705950. Website: http://www.cat.org.uk. 

Children's Country Holidays Fund

Recruits volunteers aged 18 and over for summer camps for disadvantaged children.

Tel: 020 7928 6522. Website: http://www.childrensholidays-cchf.org. E-mail: cchf@dircon.co.uk. 

Coleg Elidyr

Community college for young people with special needs recruiting young volunteers from around the world.

Tel: 01550 760400.

CSV (Community Service Volunteers)

Places volunteers aged 16 and over on projects for 4-12 months.

Tel: 020 7278 6601 (Head Office); freephone 0800 374 991.Website: http://www.csv.org.uk. E-mail: information@csv.org.uk. 

Concordia (YSV) Ltd

Workcamps for young people aged 18-30 in UK, Europe and North Africa.

International programmes: tel:  01273 422218. E-mail:  info@concordia-iye.org.uk 

UK programmes: tel:  01273 422367. E-mail:  gwyn@concordia-iye.org.uk. Website: http://www.concordia-iye.org.uk. 

Daneford Trust

Educational and working exchanges between young people aged 18-26 from inner city areas and their contemporaries in Africa, Asia and the Caribbean.

Tel: 020 7729 1928. Website: http://www.danefordtrust.org. E-mail: info@danefordtrust.org. 

Edinburgh Cyrenians

Volunteers aged 18-26 live and work as part of a community with young homeless people.

Tel: 0131 475 2354. Website: http://www.cyrenians.org.uk. E-mail: admin@cyrenians.org.uk.

European Voluntary Service, Connect Youth International

Provides opportunities for young people aged 18-25 to volunteer in other European countries.

Tel: 020 7389 4030. Website: http://www.britishcouncil.org/education/connectyouth/programmes/eyp/evs.htm. E-mail: connectyouth.enquiries@britishcouncil.org
Gap Activity Projects 

Overseas projects lasting 6-9 months for young people between school and further/higher education or employment.

Tel: 0118 959 4914. Website: http://www.gap.org.uk. E-mail: volunteer@gap.org.uk.

Independent Living Alternatives 

Recruits volunteers aged 18 or over to enable physically disabled people to live in the community.

Tel: 020 8906 9265. Website: http://www.I-L-A.fsnet.co.uk.  E-mail: mail@I-L-A.fsnet.co.uk. 
Indian Volunteers for Community Service 

Accepts visitors (18 or over) to rural development projects in India for 

any period from 3 weeks to 6 months"

Tel: 020 8864 4740.  Website: http://www.ivcs.org.uk. E-mail: enquiries@ivcs.org.uk
International Voluntary Service 

Organises workcamps in Britain and worldwide. Minimum age 16 for workcamps in Britain, otherwise 18.

Tel: 01206 298215. Website: http://www.ivsgbn.demon.co.uk. E-mail: ivs@ivsgbsouth.demon.co.uk
National Trust Working Holidays 

Offers a range of conservation working holidays, minimum age 16 (most 18+). Also recruits long-term volunteers aged 17-plus.

Tel: 0870 609 5383. Website: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/volunteering. 

E-mail: volunteers@ntrust.org.uk.

Outreach International

Offers Gap year placements for three to nine months in Mexico, Equador and Cambodia.  

Tel:  01458 274957. Website: http://www.outreach.i12.com. E-mail: projects@outreachinternational.co.uk.

Pax Christi 

International workcamps for young people aged 19 or over.

Tel: 020 8203 4884. Website: http://www.paxchristi.org.uk. E-mail: paxchristi@gn.apc.org.

Project Trust 

Recruits school leavers aged 17-19 for year long placements in 17 countries.

Tel: 01879 230444. Website: http://www.projecttrust.org.uk. E-mail: info@projecttrust.org.uk .

Raleigh International 

Organises overseas community and environmental projects for young people aged 17-25. 

Tel: 020 7371 8585. Website: http://www.raleigh.org.uk. E-mail: info@raleigh.org.uk
Simon Community

Community of homeless people and volunteers living and working with London’s street homeless. Volunteers must be aged 19 or older, and stay for three months to three years.

Tel: 020 7485 6639. Website: http://www.simoncommunity.org.uk. E-mail: simoncommunity@ic24.net.

Skillshare Africa 

Places skilled and experienced volunteers aged 21 or over in Southern African projects. Minimum stay is 2 years.

Tel: 0116 254 1862. Website: http://www.skillshare.org. E-mail: info@skillshare.org.

Teaching and Projects Abroad

Organises volunteer placements overseas, including teaching English, conservation and work in hospitals.

Tel: 01903 859911. Website: http://www.teaching-abroad.co.uk. E-mail: info@teaching-abroad.co.uk.

Time for God 

Provides placements for young Christians aged 17-25. Projects last 6-12 months.

Tel: 020 8883 1504. Website: http://www.timeforgod.co.uk. E-mail: mail@timeforgod.org.

UNA International Service (UNAIS)

Recruits volunteers with relevant qualifications, working experience and skills for projects in Latin America, West Africa and the Middle East. Minimum stay is 2 years.

Tel: 01904 647799. Website: http://www.internationalservice.org.uk. E-mail:  info@unaexchange.org.

UNA Exchange

Workcamps in Europe, Africa, Asia and North and South Americas for volunteers aged 18-plus.

Tel: 029 2022 3088. Website: http://www.unaexchange.org. E-mail: emailinfo@unaexchange.org. 

Volunteer Africa
A non-profit organisation placing volunteers aged 18 and over on locally-initiated community projects in rural Tanzania.. Website: http://www.volunteerafrica.org. E-mail: support@volunteerafrica.org.
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO)

Recruits skilled and experienced volunteers aged 20 or over for projects in developing countries. Minimum stay is two years.  Also has specific programmes for 17-25 year olds.

Tel: 020 8780 7200. Website: http://www.vso.org.uk. E-mail: enquiry@vso.org.uk.

Willing Workers on Organic Farms (WWOOF)
Worldwide network offering bed, board and practical experience in return for help on organic farms. 

Tel: 01273 476 286. Website: http://www.wwoof.org
.

Winged Fellowship Trust

Recruits volunteers over 18 to care for disabled guests on one or two-week holidays.

Tel: 020 7833 2594. Website: http://www.wft.org.uk. E-mail: admin@wft.org.uk.

Youth for Christ
Involved in training and motivating Christian young people to get involved in serving the church. Includes ‘year out’ programme for young people aged 17-22 to volunteer in youth work and evangelism. 

Tel: 0121 550 8055. Website: http://www.yfc.co.uk. E-mail: yfc@yfc.co.uk.
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